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Medicine Supply Notification  

MSN/2023/074 
 

Tegretol® (carbamazepine) 100mg tablets  
Tier 2 – medium impact* 
Date of issue: 31/07/2023 
Link: Medicines Supply Tool 

 
Summary  
 

• Tegretol® (carbamazepine) 100mg tablets will be out of stock during August 2023. 

• Tegretol® 200mg tablets and Tegretol® 100mg/5ml liquid remain available and will be able to support 
increased demand. 

• Generic carbamazepine 100mg tablets remain available but are unable to support an increase in 
demand. 
 

Actions Required  
 
Where patients have insufficient supplies to last until the re-supply date, clinicians should: 
 

• consider prescribing half of a Tegretol® 200mg tablet (unlicensed manipulation), ensuring patients 
are able to split the tablet, and understand they are receiving the same dose (see Supporting 
Information);  

• consider prescribing Tegretol® 100mg/5ml liquid for patients unable to split a Tegretol® 200mg 
tablet, ensuring the patient is counselled on the appropriate volume to take; and 

• seek advice from specialists on alternative management options, if the above are not considered 
appropriate. 
 

 
Supporting Information  
 

Clinical Information 
 
Tegretol® (carbamazepine) tablets are licensed for the management of generalised tonic-clonic and partial 
seizures in epilepsy, the prophylaxis of manic-depressive psychosis in patients unresponsive to lithium 
therapy, and for trigeminal neuralgia.  
 
As carbamazepine is a category 1 anti-epileptic drug, there are clear indications that clinically relevant 
differences between different manufacturers’ products might occur, even when the pharmaceutical forms are 
the same and bioequivalence has been shown, thus patients should be maintained on a specific 
manufacturer’s product. 
 
Tegretol® 200mg tablets are scored but they are not licensed to be halved to deliver a part dose, and there 
may be slight variation in bioavailability from halving a 200mg tablet or switching to the liquid, but these are 
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pragmatic options that have to be considered whilst Tegretol 100mg tablets are out of stock. Patients should 
be advised to report any loss of disease or seizure control, and adverse effects, after the switch. 
 
Patients prescribed Tegretol® 200mg tablets, or their carer, should be counselled on dosing, ensuring they 
are able to halve the tablet, and to use a tablet cutter if there are manual dexterity issues. They should also 
be advised to only halve one tablet at a time for immediate use, and store the remaining half for the next 
dose, in the tablet cutter if using one, or in an empty tablet bottle. 
 
Please refer to the links below for further information: 
 
SmPC Tegretol 100mg tablets  
SmPC Tegretol 200mg tablets 
SmPC Tegretol 100mg/5ml liquid 
BNF Carbamazepine 
BNF Epilepsy  
NICE CKS: Epilepsy  
 

Enquiries  
 
If you have any queries, please contact DHSCmedicinesupplyteam@dhsc.gov.uk. 
 
 
 

https://www.medicines.org.uk/emc/product/1040/smpc
https://www.medicines.org.uk/emc/product/7845/smpc
https://www.medicines.org.uk/emc/product/1041/smpc
https://bnf.nice.org.uk/drugs/carbamazepine/
https://bnf.nice.org.uk/treatment-summaries/epilepsy/
https://cks.nice.org.uk/topics/epilepsy/
mailto:DHSCmedicinesupplyteam@dhsc.gov.uk

