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Dear member, 

2025 Subscription Renewal
Stop Press: Urgent message from DDA CEO Matthew Isom: 

Please support us to support you – Employers’ NICS & Living Wage

 

Since I wrote our initial subscription renewal letter below, the Budget bombshell dropped on 30th October.

 

I have no doubt that the government’s decision to raise Employers’ NICS and the Living Wage, without guaranteeing that practices will either be exempted, or fully compensated, has left you deeply concerned and bewildered.

 

The DDA is already busy lobbying the Secretary of State and MPs.

https://www.dispensingdoctor.org/news/dda-lobbies-health-secretary-over-gp-ni-payments/ Please write to your MP to demand that the Government exempts practices from the NICS rise.

 

Like you, we do not understand why practices are not being exempted and disagree with the Chief Secretary to the Treasury’s comments that practices are not ‘public authorities.’

 

We are working with the BMA and agree that we cannot wait for the outcome of the GP contract negotiations to resolve this matter.

 

The DDA considers this issue to be existential for practices, so please support us to support you by renewing your subscription. 

Thank you. 

Matthew Isom

2025 Subscription Renewal
Thank you for your continued support for the Dispensing Doctors’ Association (DDA), which enables us to provide tailored advice and support to dispensing practices like yours. 

Throughout 2024, the DDA has supported dispensing practices directly, and indirectly in the following ways:

· Answered over 350 one-to-one queries, giving tailored advice to members on the full spectrum of dispensing issues including dispensary profitability, predatory pharmacy applications and mergers.

· Maintained and moderated the DDA’s member only Best Practice network, online at: https://www.facebook.com/groups/1746924278872176/
· Kept members up to date will all urgent dispensing matters via weekly email newsletters. Please contact office@dispensingdoctor.org to subscribe.

· Worked to increase the visibility of dispensing practices with wholesalers and the pharmaceutical industry as a whole.

· Relaunched our website to enable easier access to information https://www.dispensingdoctor.org/ 

· Started the ‘RAMP UP’ campaign (https://www.dispensingdoctor.org/about-the-dda/dda-political-lobby-documents/ ) to lobby the new Government and MPs to prioritise funding for rural and dispensing practices.

· Worked with the BMA/GPC to prepare for the negotiations for a new GP contract.

· Raised the profile of dispensing practice through social media, Dispensing Doctors (@TheDDA1) / X (twitter.com) and Facebook (https://www.facebook.com/TheDDA1) and through responses to all relevant government consultations.

· Engaged regularly with stakeholders including Community Pharmacy England, the Healthcare Distribution Association and other agencies to promote your interests.

· Lobbied the Welsh Assembly to mitigate the effects of extended prescribing intervals on dispensing practices and to ‘dispensing practice-proof’ the introduction of electronic prescribing in Wales.

· Worked with the Scottish government on the ‘Deep Dive into Dispensing’ project to ensure the sustainability of dispensing GP practice in Scotland. 

In addition, this year the DDA organised its third stand-alone two-day conference dedicated to dispensing issues which was free for members. The event was attended by over 200 delegates who benefited from unrivalled opportunities for networking and education.  The conference has become so successful that we require a bigger venue and warmly invite you to attend the 2025 conference. Details can be found online at:

https://www.dispensingdoctor.org/conference/ 

As the pressures on the cost of living have abated, I am pleased to be able to inform you that we are only raising subscriptions by 2% this year.    

The DDA remains the only organisation dedicated to promoting the best interests of dispensing practices. 

One membership provides an entire practice with access to our products and services. 

We hope you have enjoyed the benefits of your membership. Your continued support is vital so that we can ensure that the voice of rural dispensing practices is heard at the highest levels of the NHS and government, and we look forward to supporting you in 2025. 




Matthew Isom - Chief Executive
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