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Dear [insert local politician name]
New analysis of pharmacy closures over the last two years shows that rural areas have been hit hardest by a wave of pharmacy closures. Around the country, nearly nine in 10 council areas across England have lost their pharmacies.
For patients like me, with no or poor access to a community pharmacy, I rely on the NHS GP dispensing service as a vital lifeline to my NHS medicines.   
However, like rural pharmacies, the GP dispensaries which operate in the rural areas of your constituency are struggling financially as well. Around the country, many GPs have already closed.  
NHS funding for the GP dispensing service – the ‘cost’ element of the dispensing fee – saw a zero uplift this year. This contradicts the 6 per cent funding award for doctors’ and dentists’ pay accepted by the Government.  
Yet, like other GPs around the country, my dispensing practice is struggling with the increased costs of running a service (heating, lighting, wages and transport costs) as well as the extra costs of running a service in a rural area.
My practice is proud to be a member of the Dispensing Doctors’ Association, which exists to promote best practice in NHS GP dispensing services. 

Rural Access to Medicines and Pharmacy Services is Under Pressure.

Please use your voice to support my RAMP UP campaign by securing fair pay for NHS GP dispensaries. 

Yours sincerely 
[insert name and address here]




Contact details for local politicians can be found at 
England: Find MPs - MPs and Lords - UK Parliament 
Wales: Find a Member of the Senedd
Scotland: Current and previous Members of the Scottish Parliament (MSPs) | Scottish Parliament Website
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