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Rural Access to Medicines and Pharmacy Services is Under Pressure (RAMP UP) 
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Dear Editor
Rural areas have seen some of worst pharmacy closures.[footnoteRef:1]  [1:  Risk of rural ‘pharmacy deserts’ threatens medicine supplies | InPharmacy [online] at: https://www.inpharmacy.co.uk/2024/09/05/risk-rural-pharmacy-deserts-threatens-medicine-supplies] 

Local rural GP dispensaries like mine are also struggling financially.  Around the country, many GPs have already closed.[footnoteRef:2]  Rural practices are among the hardest hit, due to the extra costs of heating, lighting and staff transport in rural areas.   [2:   The changing shape of English general practice: a retrospective longitudinal study using national datasets describing trends in organisational structure, workforce and recorded appointments | BMJ Open [online] at: https://bmjopen.bmj.com/content/14/8/e081535
] 

Without our services rural people will struggle to access their medicines and other pharmaceutical services.
Many rural practices like mine rely on fees for providing the NHS GP dispensing service to support the additional costs of providing a healthcare service in rural areas. Yet, NHS funding for the GP dispensing service – the ‘cost’ element of the dispensing fee – saw a zero uplift this year. 
This contradicts the 6 per cent funding award for doctors’ and dentists’ pay accepted by the Government.  
Rural Access to Medicines and Pharmacy Services is Under Pressure.
Please help us to support the RAMP UP campaign for an overhaul of funding for the NHS GP dispensing service. 
We would be delighted to host a visit from your newsletter to explain the problems facing rural GP practice in more detail. 
Yours faithfully,

GP partner name
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