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The Welsh Senedd is set to go to the polls in May amid significantly low satisfaction with the NHS in Wales, relative to other UK home countries. 

The 2025  shows that the Welsh people are significantly less satisfied with the NHS than the average for the UK.

In Wales, fewer than two in five people (18%) said they were satisfied with the NHS compared to 33 per cent in Scotland (33%) and 26 per cent in England. 

Waiting too long for an appointment with a GP is a particular concern. This is why we are calling on policymakers to pay particular heed to the GP network in rural areas, where recruitment is traditionally the most challenging.

In its manifesto[footnoteRef:1], the Dispensing Doctors’ Association makes 10 key requests of the Welsh Parliament to stabilise rural NHS GP and pharmaceutical services.   [1:  Available [online] at:  DDA political lobby documents | Dispensing Doctors' Association] 


Around one million people live in Wales’s rural areas. The rural population in Wales is characterised by a higher share of the Welsh population aged over 64, a higher share of retired people and a lower share of people in full time employment. Rural areas are characterised by greater distances to public services.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Statistical focus on rural Wales: 2008 | GOV.WALES ] 

Yet rural communities are rarely a focus of Government decision-making and are often subject to geographical “narcissism”.[footnoteRef:3]  [3:  Geograhical narcisissm. Urbansplaining | Dispensing Doctors' Association] 


Rural areas have been historically and systematically underfunded by central Government, receiving less grant per head than urban areas, despite the additional costs of providing services in these areas. This continues to be true in the most recent financial year.[footnoteRef:4] Funding for NHS GP services, including funding for NHS medicine supply, is no exception.[footnoteRef:5]    [4:   Welsh council funding plans fall short, say local government - BBC News.]  [5:  dispensing_practice_in_wales__ndash__addressing_the_disparities.pdf.pagespeed.ce.iU5TO4iSBE.pdf] 

Change is needed to overcome years of underinvestment. That is why, as members of the Dispensing Doctors’ Association, [We are / I am] calling on parliamentary candidates in [Constituency] to ‘Remember Rural’ during this election campaign and beyond should they be elected. 

It’s crucial that rural voices are heard during this decisive period in our history. Wales must be a country that works for everyone. 




[Name]
[Registered address]
[Phone number]
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