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Easier access to a GP appointment remains one of the top priorities for UK people. However, more than half of our population remains dissatisfied with the length of time it takes to get an appointment at a GP practice.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  The King’s Fund. Report: Public satisfaction with the NHS and social care in 2025 ] 


This is particularly relevant to rural dispensing GP practices such as ours [insert practice name] in your constituency. 

Closures of rural GP practices have a comparatively worse impact on rural populations, which are ageing faster than in the UK’s urban areas. This is because rural areas are typically underserved by other healthcare services, transport links are worse, and there is insufficient infrastructure designed for older adults.[footnoteRef:2]   [2:  Chief Medical Officer’s Annual Report 2023 Health in an Ageing Society ] 

 
If NHS medicines dispensing services are also lost when practices close, this can result in “immediate pharmacy deserts” for England’s most vulnerable people.[footnoteRef:3] [3:  Richmondshire Today newspaper article ‘People will die’ if GP services are not maintained in remote Dales community, councillors told  ] 


In its manifesto for England’s local elections[footnoteRef:4], the Dispensing Doctors’ Association makes 10 key requests of new and returning local politicians to stabilise rural NHS GP and pharmaceutical services.   [4:  Dispensing Doctors’ Association website article: dda-issues-call-to-action-to-candidates-in-english-local-elections/ ] 


These recommendations are designed to support positive change in four areas:
· Quality
· Cost-effectiveness
· Safety
· Innovation

Latest statistics show that around 9.8 million people (17 per cent of England’s population) live in rural settlements. Over a quarter (27%) of rural residents are aged 65 and above.[footnoteRef:5]  [5:  DEFRA report. Statistical Digest of Rural England ] 


Rural areas have been historically and systematically underfunded by central Government, receiving less grant per head than urban areas, despite the additional costs of providing services in these areas. This continues to be true in the most recent financial year.[footnoteRef:6] Funding for NHS GP services, including funding for NHS medicine supply, is no exception.[footnoteRef:7]    [6:   Rural Financial Crisis Deepens: RSN Analysis Exposes Stark Funding Inequities in Provisional Local Government Finance Settlement - Rural Services Network]  [7:  DDA Parliamentary Briefing. England 2026 local elections: A manifesto for change] 

Change is needed to overcome years of underinvestment. That is why, as members of the Dispensing Doctors’ Association, [We are / I am] calling on parliamentary candidates in [Constituency] to ‘Remember Rural’ during this election campaign and beyond should they be elected.  

[Name]
[Registered address]
[Phone number]
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