Template Practice letter (for own adaptation)
[Practice name and address]
[political representative name and address]
Dear [political representative name],
I am one of your constituents working as the [insert job title] in [insert practice name, and location].  
Every day we see [insert approx. number] patients who visit us for prescription dispensing. As we serve the local community, most of those patients will be your constituents. I know that we can provide a better service to those patients if only our practice could have:  
Rural Proofing
1. Medicines optimisation services: Rural patients to have equitable access to medicines services that support health and best use of medicines, irrespective of their proximity to access to a community pharmacy 
2. Full funding for NHS IT: Full NHS funding to recognise the benefits to patients, the practice and the NHS of NHS IT services such as the Electronic Prescription Service  
3. Local commissioning: Give local NHS organisations the freedom to commission services that rural people need

Sustainable Foundations
1. A fair GP contract that recognises the increased costs of service deliver in rural areas
2. A fair dispensary pay deal that rewards rural practices for meeting the increasing pharmaceutical needs of the rural ageing population 
3. [image: A qr code with a blue and white logo

Description automatically generated]NHS clinicians in the driving seat of NHS policy

You can read more about these six things in the DDA’s 2024 general election manifesto, by scanning the QR code 

Please take the time to read this manifesto, and let me and my practice know if you will support the changes we want to see, so that we can offer event better services and care at our local dispensary. 
We would be delighted if you would visit our dispensary over the coming months so that you can see first-hand the quality of the work that we do.    
Please feel free to contact me here [insert email and telephone contact]. I look forward to hearing from you. 

We very much hope you will be able to support us.

Yours sincerely

[sign and insert your name and practice name] 

Find your local politician’s contact details at the following links: 
England: Contact your MP - UK Parliament
Wales: Find a Member of the Senedd
Scotland: Current and previous Members of the Scottish Parliament (MSPs) | Scottish Parliament Website
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