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[image: ]Sir, 

The UK is set to go to the polls this year amid unprecedented low satisfaction with the NHS. 

The 2024 British Social Attitudes Survey shows that for the first time in the survey’s history, less than a quarter of the public say they are satisfied with the NHS overall. 

Waiting too long for an appointment with a GP is a particular concern. This is why we are calling on policymakers to pay particular heed to the GP network in rural areas, where recruitment is traditionally the most challenging.

Almost 10 million people live in England’s rural areas – a greater number than in Greater London - and yet rural communities are rarely a focus of Government decision-making and are often subject to geographical “narcissism”.[footnoteRef:1]  [1:  Geograhical narcisissm. Urbansplaining | Dispensing Doctors' Association] 


Rural areas have been historically and systematically underfunded by central Government, receiving less grant per head than urban areas, despite the additional costs of providing services in these areas. This continues to be true in the most recent financial year.[footnoteRef:2]     [2:  How much public spending does each area receive? Local authority level estimates of health, police, school and local government spending | Institute for Fiscal Studies (ifs.org.uk).] 

Change is needed to overcome years of underinvestment. That is why, as members of the Dispensing Doctors’ Association, [We are / I am] calling on parliamentary candidates in [Constituency] to ‘Remember Rural’ during this election campaign and beyond should they be elected. 

It’s crucial that rural voices are heard during this decisive period in our history. The UK must be a country that works for everyone. 




[Name]
[Registered address]
[Phone number]
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